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some of the problems that have been troubling philosophy for centuries " 
('p. 106). The reviewer fails to see how any real problem can be solved 
by this simple method. Dr. Thalheimer offers a definition of reality of 
his own : the real has position in time and space, is conceived to be such 
an entity that more of the subjects having it as an object of knowledge 
believe in it than disbelieve in it, and is an entity in which I believe (p. 
104). Dr. Thalheimer thinks that this definition of reality makes him an 
objective idealist (p. no). But it ought to be obvious that any solution 
of the historic problems of philosophy that rests merely on an arbitrarily 
chosen definition is a pure petitio principii, and this would include Dr. 
Thalheimer's ' objective idealism.' The problems of philosophy are, 
surely, real problems that are not to be banished by any jugglery in the 
use of words. But the author shows considerable skill in his treatment 
of the historical philosophers and in demonstrating the formal dependence 
of existential propositions on our definition of existence. 

W. Curtis Swabey. 
The Rice Institute, 
Houston, Texas. 
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